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request of the board, make the transfer accordingly: Provided, That Prooises.

the total amount hereafter expended by the board for this purpose o le

shall not in the aggregate exceed $25,000,000. Any such vessel here- witn five years after

after so equipped by the board under the provisions of this section completion, unless for

shall not be sold for a period of five years from the date the installa- se ric

tion thereof is completed, unless it is sold for a price not less than
the cost of the installation thereof and of any other work of recon-
ditioning done at the same time plus an amount not less than $10 for
each dead-weight ton of the vessel as computed before such recon-
ditioning thereof is commenced. The date of the completion of etate completion
such installation and the amount of the dead-weight tonnage of
the vessel shall be fixed by the board: Provided further, That in DeprecatlonaUowed

fixing the minimum price at which the vessel may thus be sold the
board may deduct from the aggregate amount above prescribed 5 per
centum thereof per annum from the date of the installation to the
date of sale as depreciation: And provided further, That no part strctoions ig
of such fund shall be expended upon the reconditioning of any vessel
unless the board shall have first made a binding contract for a
satisfactory sale of such vessel in accordance with the provisions of
this Act, or for the charter or lease of such vessels for a period of
not less than five years by a capable, solvent operator; or unless the
board is prepared and intends to directly put such vessel in opera- Documenting, etc.
tion immediately upon completion. Such vessel, in any of the Do nte
enumerated instances, shall be documented under the laws of the
United States and shall remain documented under such laws for a
period of not less than five years from the date of the completion sivelycoastwse re

of the installation, and during such period it shall be operated only quired.
on voyages which are not exclusively coastwise."

Approved, June 6, 1924.

June 6, f924.
CHAP. 274.-An Act To amend section 2 of the Act entitled "An Act to is. 381.1

provide for stock-raising homesteads, and for other purposes," approved Decem- Public, No. 206.1

ber 29, 1916 (Thirty-ninth Statutes at Large, page 862).

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 2 stok-ring homr
of the Act approved December 29, 1916, entitled "An Act to pro- s-ed
vide for stock-raising homesteads, and for other purposes" (Thirty- Vol.39,p.S2amend-
ninth Statutes at Large, page 862), be, and is hereby, amended to ed

read as follows:
"SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby author- ,Chabradctr ofla

ized, on application or otherwise, to designate as stock-raising
lands subject to entry under this Act lands the surface of which is,
in his opinion, chiefly valuable for grazing and raising forage
crops, do not contain merchantable timber, are not susceptible of
irrigation from any known source of water supply, and are of such
character that six hundred and forty acres are reasonably required
for the support of a family: Provided, That where any person Appiationforentry

qualified to make original or additional entry under the provisions of undesigted lands.

of this Act shall make application to enter any unappropriated
public land which has not been designated as subject to entry (pro-
vided said application is accompanied and supported by properly
corroborated affidavit of the applicant, in duplicate, showing prima
facie that land applied for is of the character contemplated by this
Act), such application, together with the regular fees and commis-.
sions, shall be received by the register and receiver of the land dis-
trict in which said land is located and suspended until it shall have uspension until

caaranter of lands de-

been determined by the Secretary of the Interior whether said land termied
is actually of that character. That during such suspension the
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land described in the application shall not be disposed of; and if the
said land shall be designated under this Act, then such application

No opa p shall be allowed, otherwise it shall be rejected, subject to appeal;
to desato but no right to occupy such lands shall be acquired by reason of

said application unsaid aid lands have been desi nated as stock-rais-
ing lands, unless the applicant actually establishes his residence

I.Appcaton t na and resides on the land;nd d until final action on such application,
hometead by resident the settler may, if the land be not designated under this Act, change

oif l-ntd iad his application to one under the enlarged homestead law if such
lands be designated thereunder, or to one under the ordinary provi-

Prohtoi governing sions of the homestead law: Provided, That if the settler shall change
his application he shall embrace therein the lands upon which his
residence and principal improvements are located, and conform to
the provisions, limitations, and conditions of the applicable law."

Approved, June 6, 1924.

June 6, 1924.
IS. 2160.l CHAP. 275.-An Act To amend in certain particulars the National Defense

(Public, No. 27.1 Act of June 3, 1916, as amended, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Naetndmeeitse A United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter

Enlistedsi f grades the respective grade percentages prescribed in section 4 (b) of the
modified. National Defense Act of June 3, 1916, as amended, of the total

vol. 41, p. 761. authorized number of enlisted men shall not exceed 0.79 per centum
for the first grade, 2.1 per centum for the second grade, 3.4 per centum
for the third grade, 9.2 per centum for the fourth grade, 9.5 per
centum for the fifth grade, and 25 per centum for the sixth grade;
and aforementioned section 4 (b) is hereby amended accordingly.

leaexcepted SEC. 2. Add at the end of section 4c of the National Defense Act
from duty with co- of June 3, 1916, as amended, the following: "When in his judgment
batautanms. efficiency demands such action, the President is authorized to except

officers of the Medical Corps, Ordnance Department, and Chemical
Warfare Service from the provisions of this section requiring duty

Advoate Generardg with troops of one or more of the combatant arms. The President
Depatment nw - is further authorized to except from the provisions of this sectiongaged in ptent litiga-
tion o the Govern- requiring duty with troops of one or more of the combatant arms
m en t

. such officers of the Judge Advocate General's Department as are
now engaged in patent litigation in which the Government is in-
volved."New matter.

Vol.39,p.10 amend- SEC. 3. That said National Defense Act, as amended, be, and the
edv. , p. 77. same is hereby, further amended by inserting therein, immediately

after section 37 thereof, a new section to be known as section 38,
in lieu of original section 38 struck out by section 31 of the

ser off cer. amendatory Act of June 4, 1920, and to read as follows:
To be commlsdoned "SEC. 38. COMMIssIONs OF RESEBVE OFFICEBR.-All persons ap-

i heriod offocr in pointed reserve officers shall be commissioned in the Army of the
reonized National United States. Officers of the National Guard, federally recognized

as such under the provisions of this Act, who are appointed reserve
officers under the provisions of section 37 of this Act, shall be
appointed for the period during which such recognition shall con-
tinue in effect and terminating at the expiration thereof in lieu of

fRegeltions in time the five-year period hereinbefore prescribed, and in time of peace
shall be governed by such special regulations appropriate for this
class of reserve officers as the Secretary of War may prescribe."

ed.ol.4 p 781 Szc. 4. That section 69 of said National Defense Act, as amended,
be, and the same is hereby, amended to read as follows:

Enliment periods SEC. 69. Original enlistments in the National Guard shall be
modified for a period of three years, and subsequent enlistments for periods

of one year or three years each."


